24/06/2016

, :DigitalEdition

6.3 L cardholders in Hyd
don’t buy ration from PDS

2.6 lakh families in Hyderabad district and 3.73 lakh families in parts
of RR district which fall under city limits have not availed PDS in May

RAHUL ¥V PISHARODY @Hydembad

BELIEVE it or not, even atter im-
plementation of Mational Food Se-
| curity Act which raised the In-
come eligibility for availing PDS
benefits last vear, and govern-
ment's subsequent drive seeding
Aadhaar details with PDS to weed
out bogus cards, there are at
present over 6.3 lakh card-
holders in Hyvderabad
who do not buy ration
from PDS. The number
of cards issued stands
at 13.21 lakh.

Now, one has to un-
derstand if these are bo-
gus cards vet to be weeded
out or are just below poverty
line{BPL) families not interested
in availing the benefits of govern-
ment. According to latest figures,
two months after the implementa-
tion of Electronic-Point of
Sale(EP0S) system which uses
biometric details of a PDS benefi-
ciary before releasing ration at
fair price shops across Hyderahad,
a total of 2.6 lakh families in Hy-
derabad district and 3.73 lakh fam-
ilies in parts of Rangareddy dis-
trict which fall under Greater

Hyvderahad limits have not availled
PDS benefits in Mav The figures
are quite similar for previous
maonth too.

The savings for the month of
April stood at 35.5 pc n Hyderabad
and 37 pc in parts of Rangareddy
district. Similarly, in May, the sav-
ings were 33.8 pc in Hyderabad

and 29.4 pc in KR district.
These figares can be read as
asaving of ¥28 or and 20
cr for April and May
respectively

"The savings for any
month so far was in sin-
gle digits. EPOS enables
constant monitoring of fair
price shops since it uses bio-
metric data for giving supplies to
beneficiaries. Mow diversion of
PDS commodities isnot possible,”
sad chief rationing officer of Hy-

derabad B Bala Mava Devi.

District supplies officer, Ran-
gareddy, M Gourl Shankar said:
"We cannot sav if all these are bo-
gus cards too. A lot of people may
be away on vacation. Some of
them might not be interested in
avalling ration. We are in the con-
stant process of weeding out ineli-
gible cards,” he said.
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SAVINGS IN GREATER HY DERABAD

April: #F17 er (Hyd) and Flcr
(RR dist)

May: Fl4 cr (Hyd) and 6 cr

(RR dist)
REQUIREMENT OF RICE
Hyderabad 17,000 metric tonnes

Rangareddy 11,000 metric tonnes

Hyderabad (9 circles) B59
Rangareddy(3 circles) bBob
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