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Rice via Aadhaar fingerprints

SANTOSH K. KIRLD

Ranchi, Jan. 22: Chiel mi-
nister Hemant Soren to-
day launched the much-
awalted Aadhaar-linked
public distribution sys-
tem (PDS) rom Ormanjhi
Mock of Ranchi district in
a bid (o efMciently imple-
ment Food Securlty Act
and curb large-scale graft
that has become synony-
mous with subsidised foo-
digrain distribution.

Under the system, the bio
meiric dentity of each bene
Meiary will be authenticated
at each PDS store, forcing
dealers (o ghee foodgrain 1o
ihi actual person instead of
fudging manual records and
selling the commaodity in the
Opsen market,

Aadlhaar numibsers of bEne
Nelaries are sored in a central
latabase of food and civil sup
plies department, while each
FLs shop will have a server
and each dealer a handheld
blometric device to authenti-
cite the kientify of the benefl-
clary by ngerprint-matching.

T el Hiverate benellci
aries, the handheld devioe will
have recorded messages in
Hindi to guide them through
the auihentication prooess,
telling them when to press
thedr Ningerprint, for instance.

But, another major loop
hole, that of PDS dealers dis-
tributing less grakn by welght
than what is mandated under
central and state welfare
schemes, won't be addressed
fior now

Unscrupulous dealers
aoften cheat on welght, a fact
that emerped most shockingly

__F

mart idea to verify ID, weighty loophole stays

-

Chiefl minkster Hemant Soren helps villager Lalka Mahli to anthenticate his identity on the handhelbd biometric device at
Ormanjhi in Banchi on Wednesday, Piowre by Prashant Mitm

when Hazaribagh district mesd-
dent Mosamat Ceeta (40) and
her Sangeeia (12 died of
starvation last vear and nelgh
borrs alleped they' ot arouind
kg of grain from thelr

ration store,

Major schemes inclhide An-
tydaya Anna Yolana where
tie poorest of the poor gel
A3Kg riee or wheat ot Bs 3 and
s 2 pir Kilo and BPL scheme

where the quantity of grain is
same, but rates are K5 7 per
kiloof rice and Rs 6.50 per kilo
ol wheat, Then, there ks Anna
purnd Yolana where senlor
cliizens pet 10Kg of rice or

wheat for free.

Jdharkhand, however, sub-
sldises Antyodaya and BPL
sefwermnes at Re | per Kilo,

Each PUS or ratlon stone is
supposed to sell subsidisded

rioe, wheal, sugar, sall and
kerosene. Bul sugar is absent
inJharkhand’s PG stoees for
months now

“We gt a lob of complatnis
that beneliciarbes don't et
PSS allotments and middle-
men are involved In ireegular-
itles, The new system will en-
supre thad the penuine benelck:
ary gets his PDS allotments,
We have launched the new sys-
tem in Ormanjhi block and
will slowly expand lis ambi
across the slate,” Hemant sajd
in his address,

But Hemant did not givea
deadline about when the new
system would cover the entlre
sfate, probably because large
fracts don't have electricity
and computerization poses a
challenge.

“The new avslem will tria-
naform PDS into an efficient
and transparent one. Mo, Uhe
beneficiary can avail his grain
allotment from any dealer
across the stabe throwgh Amd-
haar It ghvess him or her Qexi
bllity of chodoe,” chiel secre-
tary R.5. Sharma. the driving
force behind the system, sakd.

It meizans that i a benefick
ary suspects one dealer s
fudging weights, he can now
g0 fo another:

“Arciund 91 per cent people
in Jharkhand have Aadhaar
numbers. 5o, implementation
of Aadhaar-linked PDS won't
e A hewdt. 17 glitches crop up,
the entire adminlstration will
e engaged o Nx them., Wewill
make the new system work
and present a model for the
comtey on effclent PDS thro
ugh technobogy ™ Sharmn sabd,

Paramedics can smile now

OUR CORRESPONDENT

Ranchi, Jan. 22: The state
cabinet today approved serv-
ice regulations for paramed-
ical staff to pave the way for
regularising services of con-
tractual staff, ending a two-
vear-long impasse on the
issue,

There are over 1,347 con-
tractual paramedical staff
who have been working aga-
inst sanctioned posts for sev-
eral years in hospitals across
the state.

On January 6, they went on
strike for around 10 days de-
manding regularisation of
services. The strike was called
off after the state government
gave them positive assur-
ances,

“Their services could not
be regularised in the absence
of service regulations. Now
that service regulations have
been approved by the state
government, the services of
such paramedical staff, who
fulfil the requisite conditions,
will be regularised,” said cabi-
net coordination department
principal secretary J.B. Tubid
at a news conference.

Hemant Soren checks a
device during the launch of
aadhaar-linked biometric
PDS at Ormanjhi in Ranchi
on Wednesday. (Prashant Mitra)

He pointed out that the
service of contractual doctors
had also been regularised in
similar fashion earlier.

Hospital

The cabinet also agreed to
transfer 2.80 acre municipal
corporation land in the
Ghaghra locality in the out-
skirts of the state capital for
setting up a super-speciality
hospital on public private
partnership.

The land will be leased to a

private partner — not yvet cho-
sen — for 30 years.

PP bids

Bid documents for running
the proposed 500-bed new bu-
ilding on Ranchi Sadar hospi-
tal premises on PPP mode was
also approved by the cabinet.

Transaction adviser Inter-
national Finance Corporation
has been authorised to float
tenders for selecting a private
partner.

Mukhiyas

In a step forward to strengthen
elected panchayat institutio-
ns, the cabinet decided that no
confidence motions could not
be brought against elected
mukhiyas. However, an appel-
late authority would soon be
constituted to hear complaints
against mukhivas.

Lokayukta

The cabinet also decide to em-
power the Lokayukta to probe
alleged acts of omission and
commission in municipal bod-
jes.

Funds

Rs 776.34 crore was approved

for various schemes under Ra-
jeev  Gandhi Panchayat
Sashaktikaran Abhivan, an-
other Rs 150 crore would be
given to the gram panchayats
from the state plan for con-
struction of PCC roads in vil-
lages.

Judicial posts

Nine posts of judges and judi-
cial officers of various ranks
were sanctioned for Khunti
district.

Till now, judicial affairs in
the district were being headed
by a chief judicial magistrate
rank official.

Tax tribunal

Lohardagga’s principal dis-
trict and session judge BD.
Choudhary has been named
chief of commercial taxes tri-
bunal.

Other important cabinet
decisions included:
W Approval of Jharkhand
Tribal Advisory Council Reg-
ulations
W Maintenance of records of
mortgaged immovable proper-
tv at district headquarters
B Transfer of land for various
projects.



